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S e v e ra l  i m p o r t a n t  e v e n t s  a r e  o c c u r r i n g  t h i s  
m o n t h  a t  C e n t ra l  

The Committee on Committees is jointly proposing, with the Personnel Ministry Team, a Children's 

Ministry Coordinator Search Team at the business meeting January 31. Please pray for this new 

team as they seek God's leadership for our Children's 

Ministry. The same business meeting will act on a 

proposal to augment the Children's Ministry Team with 

three additional members as they seek to provide 

additional leadership during our staff vacancy. 

February is a continuation of Upward Basketball at Central. You should be proud of the great leadership your fellow church 

members are giving to make the league a wonderful success. Dennis Smith, Denise Todd, and Judy 

Emberton are administering the league with a host of others in supporting roles. Thirty-nine first and 

second graders are learning real basketball skills through one practice and one game each week. At 

every practice and game a short devotional is presented that uses sports as an illustration to point 

toward the value of knowing Jesus Christ. Parents and grandparents also have the opportunity to 

overhear the messages! Nearly half of the families registered don't claim any church affiliation. Feel 

free to join us for an exciting game on Saturday mornings at 9:30 and 10:30. 

As noted elsewhere in the newsletter, remember our annual church rummage sale to support 

our children and youth summer camps and missions. Not only is it an opportunity to purge 

some of the excess baggage from your life, it doubly helps both those who can use it, and our 

young people to grow in the Lord at some wonderful opportunities this Summer! 

Your pastor and friend, 

Steve 

Steve Jackson, Pastor 
pastor@centralcarthage.com 

903-241-6500 

 

Financial Update 
Financial summary will be available at the regular business meeting 

February 21 

Central Baptist Church publications are 
available on our web site:  

centralcarthage.com 
Click-media 

Click-newsletter for current and back 
issues 

Click-bulletin for current worship guide 
as well as Sunday and Wednesday 

Prayer Concerns 

Date Members Visitors Total 

Nov 29 125 1 126 

Dec 6 150 1 151 

Dec 13` 143 3 146 

Dec 20 155 3 158 

Dec 27 98 5 103 

Jan 3 156 3 159 

Jan 10 159 6 165 

Jan 17 153 4 157 

Jan 24 145 6 151 

WELCOME  

Kendal Tinkle 

The Central Baptist staff wish to 
express a sincere and heartfelt 
Thank You for the Christmas gift 
love offering.   Johnny Payne 

 

2015  2016   

Budget 
Requirements 

$896,190.00 Budget 
Requirements 

$68,419.24  

Budget 
Receipts 

$843,881.18 Budget 
Receipts 

$57,952.41  

Budget 
Deficit  

$  52,308.82 Budget 
Deficit 

$10,466.83  

Budget 
Receipts 

$843,881.18 Budget 
Receipts 

$57,952.41  

Budget 
Expenses 

$816,714.49 Budget 
Expenses 

$34,860.88  

Actual Surplus  
12/31/2015 

$  27,166.69 Actual Surplus 
 1/25/2016 

$23,091.53  



CONNECT WITH GOD. CONNECT WITH PEOPLE. 7 

Paul Gwinn 
Min of Educ/Admin 

paulgwinn@centralcarthage.com    cell 903-241-6502 

CONNECT WITH GOD. CONNECT WITH PEOPLE. 2 

The sale will benefit the various summer activities for 
children and  youth, such as mission trips and camps.   

Saturday, March 5  
7:00am to 1:00pm 
Early Bird shopping 

Friday, 5:00pm to 8:00pm 
$5.00 entry  

Activities Center Gym 

You may bring your donated items for 
the sale after 7:00pm Wednesday 

February 24 

Lottie Moon Christmas 
Offering: You gave 

$7,545.00 
Thank You 

1 
Annissa Jackson 
2 
Evan Pepper 
3 
Dorothy Bramblett 
Penny Cain 
4 
Billie Jean Vandagriff 
Gabrielle Berry 
6 
Odie Nutt 
7 
Jerry Dennis 
8 
Donna Dernell 
9 
Carolyn Duke 

16 
Robert Wilson 
17 
Mary Jo George 
19 
Will Jackson 
20 
Emory Lawrence 
21 
Monica Thompson 
Ali Smith 
24 
Caroline Lawrence 
27 
Bob Walker 

FEBRUARY 
BIRTHDAYS 

Baskets of Hope 2016 
CBC is the host church: we need help 

 set up committee 
 work in kitchen to plate the food 
 clean up after the event 

Call the church office to volunteer 
[903-693-7181] 

Baskets of Hope 2016 
Proceeds will benefit Mission Carthage 

April 2 
Donate a completed basket 

Donate a Gift Certificate 
Donate cash or other items to be included in baskets 

Attend the event and bid on items 
Call Brooke Lipsey 903-692-1963 
Janet Shrewsbury 903-693-4402 

Mission statement from projectlinus.org 
First: Provide love, a sense of security, warmth 
and comfort to children who are seriously ill, 
traumatized, or otherwise in need through the 
gifts of new, handmade blankets and afghans, 
lovingly created by volunteer “blanketeers.”  
Second: Provide a rewarding and fun service 
opportunity for interested individuals and 
groups in local communities, for the benefit of 
children.  

For information: projectlinus.org or 
church office [903-693-7181] 

God's Box of Chocolates - A Valentine's Day Devotional  

by Laura Lee Shaw    

Valentine’s Day is drawing near and I ran across this inspiring article so I thought I would share 
it with you. I hope you enjoy it as much as I did. 
  

Everywhere I look near Valentine's Day, there's chocolate: boxes of chocolate in all the stores, 
chocolate on TV promising to be the only love you need, chocolate girl scout cookies--
CHOCOLATE! I even saw chocolate Altoid breath mints in the grocery checkout aisle the other 
day! I think that's what led me to remember the famous quote from Forrest Gump: "Life is like 
a box of chocolates...you never know what you're gonna get." (I even remembered it with his 
accent.) 

 

In reality, that phrase can be true in many ways. We wake up every morning completely 
unsure of what the day may hold for us. We've made our plans. Sometimes they even happen 
the way we make them. But we never know for sure, do we?  

 

The days that come with caramel in the middle are my favorite. The ones with the strawberry 
goo are just so so--but the ones with coconut--YUCK! I'd rather go back to bed. Then there's 
the days where tragedy or difficult times come out of nowhere, and the chocolate sits in the 
pantry untouched...there's no sweetness to be had in those moments, it seems.  

 

God knows that life as it pertains to circumstances is uncertain for us. That's why He comforts 
us and reminds us so many times that He is our constant companion, our steadfast friend, our 
consistently loving God and Savior. He doesn't keep promises the way we do:  

 

"When people make promises, they guarantee them by appeal to some authority above them 
so that if there is any question that they'll make good on the promise, the authority will back 
them up. When God wanted to guarantee His promises, He gave His word, a rock-solid 
guarantee--God can't break His word. And because His word cannot change, the promise is 
likewise unchangeable." (Heb. 6:16-18, the Message) 

 

You see, no matter what chocolate we are "in the middle of" right now, He is there--with the 
certainty of His promise today as well as His hope of heaven in the future. Listen to how the 
verse above continues to encourage us: (vs.19-20) 

 

"We who have run for our very lives to God have every reason to grab the promised hope with 
both hands and never let go. It's an unbreakable spiritual lifeline, reaching past all appearances 
right to the very presence of God where Jesus, running on ahead of us, has taken up His 
permanent post as high priest for us, in the order of Melchizedek."  

 

I love the visual picture of grabbing on to Him with both hands as He runs ahead of me to the 
Father. That makes me able to get up today and praise Him for whatever comes my way. This 
faith, this confidence, this hope is our unbreakable spiritual lifeline--HIS love for us no matter 
what, when, how or why. Let's binge on His priceless box of chocolates today...the sweetest 
and most satisfying of them all. 

 

"Taste and see that the Lord is good; 
Blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him." 
Psalm 34:8 

  

Laura Lee Shaw is a disciple of Jesus Christ disguised as a wife, mom, writer & speaker. She is a 
contributing author to "Women of Passions," and a writer for "Internet Cafe Devotions."  
Article Source: http://www.faithwriters.com-CHRISTIAN WRITERS  

Key Ministries Presents 

Visit to the 
“Patricia Huffman Smith” Museum 

Remembering Columbia 

Thursday, February 25th 
Meet and Leave 8:15am 
In the Parking of the CLC 

Cost is $5 plus your lunch 
Please Sign Up by 

Wednesday, Feb 24th 


